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March 16, 2020 

Dear Members of the Ridgefield Community: 

I hope everyone is doing well right now.  I want to thank all of you for your enthusiastic support and cooperation of a new 
kind of school day today, and our amazing teachers and administrators for the job they did putting together a home 
instruction experience, never done before, on a few days notice. 

This is a time of unprecedented challenge for us, and it is going to get harder before it gets easier. 

I need to make you aware that today Governor Murphy ordered that all New Jersey school districts are closed 
indefinitely.  Again, all New Jersey school districts are closed indefinitely.  We are prepared for two weeks, and will 
now create a plan for sustained "home instruction" for an indefinite period of time.  

I also need to stress again that students should not be out-and-about and congregating around the schools under any 
circumstances.  Nor, should they have play dates.  This is an unprecedented school closure due to a public health 
emergency. As the facts on the ground have changed, as should our response, and right now a collective, total 
commitment to social distancing is required from all of us. 

Creating learning opportunities for your children at home for an indefinite period of time is an extraordinary difficult task 
- but we will do it, and do it well - we just need your patience and some time. As of now, teachers have prepared two 
weeks of assignments.  We will share more information with you soon about the weeks that will come after that. 

As I said yesterday, the will of individual people, who choose to band together as a community, gives us the power to 
overcome great odds.  As hard as this is, we all need to do our part right now with an absolute and total commitment to 
social distancing, and an absolute and total commitment to providing your children with the world-class education they 
deserve 

We need to stay strong, stay calm, stay on top of the facts, and work together to flatten the curve. 

Sincerely, 

Rory McCourt 

Superintendent of Schools 
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